
2B ✦ Tuesday,March 7, 2023 ✦ nola.com ✦ The Times-Picayune l l l

LOTTERY
SUNDAY,MARCH 5, 2023
PICK 3: 6-7-1
PICK 4: 4-4-1-9
PICK 5: 5-4-6-2-3

Unofficial notification, keep your tickets.

BY LEAH CLARK
Staff writer

Themanwho fatally shot former
Saints player Will Smith and in-
jured his wife seven years ago will
go to trial this fall, a judge decided
Monday,marking the latestdelay in
aseriesof failed trialdatesover the
past year.
Cardell Hayes, 35, is charged in

the April 2016 shooting death of
Smith in the Lower Garden Dis-
trict.He is also accusedof shooting
Smith’s wife, Racquel.
Hayes’ trialhasbeenrescheduled

at least four times, the result of a
lack of jurors, pandemic-related
pauses, Hurricane Ida and a rare

motion by prosecutors to change
the trial’s location.
OnMonday,OrleansParishCrim-

inal District Court Judge Camille
Buras set Hayes’ trial for Sept. 18.
“This is going to be a date that is

set and done, barring hospitaliza-
tion,” Buras said.
This trial will be Hayes’ second

in connection with Smith’s death.
In December 2016, Hayes was
convicted of manslaughter and at-
tempted manslaughter by a 10-2
jury vote. Hayes was serving a
25-year sentencewhen theU.S. Su-
preme Court ruled that nonunani-
mous jury verdicts were unconsti-
tutional, allowing many, including
Hayes, the chance for new trials.

At the time, Oregon and Louisiana
were the only states to allow split
verdicts.
On Monday, Buras told defense

attorneys and prosecutors that she
would be open to arguments for a
sequestered jury. Jurors had been
sequestered for a week during
Hayes’ first trial.
However, John Fuller, one of

Hayes’ defense attorneys, said he
does not intend to seek sequestra-
tion.
“It’s an inconvenience on the ju-
rors to keep them from their fami-
lies,” Fuller said. “At this point, the
case is pretty well-known, and I
don’t know what sequestering will
accomplish in terms of eliminating

influence.”
According to NewOrleans police
and prosecutors, Hayes and Smith,
34, were involved in a fender bend-
er April 9, 2016. Moments later,
then-28-year-old Hayes allegedly
hit Smith’s vehicle again, and the
two men argued. The argument
ended when Hayes allegedly shot
Smith seven times in the back and
once in the side, killing the former
defensive end for the NewOrleans
Saints. Smith’swifewasalso shot in
the leg.
Hayeshaspleadednotguilty, say-

ing Smith had a weapon and that
he fired in self-defense. His claim
could not be backed up bywitness-
es during his first trial.

Cardell Hayes trial slated for Sept. 18

BY BLAKE PATERSON
Staff writer

What are the best plants for
soaking up rainwater? Which
herbicides are safest for the envi-
ronment? And how can everyday
gardeners help combat flooding?
Those questions and others

will be answered Tuesday at
a free seminar on stormwater
management and urban garden-
ing hosted by Jefferson Parish
government.
The event comes on the heels of

a recent report that recommend-
ed Jefferson Parish do more to
incorporate “green infrastruc-
ture” into its public works proj-
ects, code enforcement and pri-
vate development to help tackle
the more intense rainfall caused
by climate change.
“We had 80 inches of rain last

year in Jefferson Parish,” said
Sami Khalil of the parish’s De-
partment of Environmental Af-
fairs. “We need the type of plants

that drink up water.”
From rain barrels and deten-

tion ponds to rooftop gardens
and catch basins, green infra-
structure refers to a range of
tools that retain and absorb run-
off in order to lessen the load on
traditional drainage systems.
Tuesday’s seminar will feature

presentations from a half-dozen
experts from the LSU Agricul-
ture Center, parish government
and other environmental advo-
cacy groups. The parish plans to
give out free Cardinal flowers —
one per person—on a first-come,
first-serve basis, Khalil said.
The seminar is from 8 a.m. to

11:30 a.m. in the Joseph S. Yen-
ni Building’s 2nd Floor Council
Chambers at 1221 Elmwood Park
Blvd. It will be livestreamed at
www.jeffparish.tv/live.

Email Blake Paterson at
bpaterson@theadvocate.com,
and follow him on Twitter,
@blakepater.

Jefferson Parish hosting free
gardening seminar Tuesday

“One of these is ‘cutlery.’ Folks
insist on using ‘silverware,’ which
is an expensive special subset of
cutlery. I suspect it came from im-
migrants learning Englishwhile
working as domestic servants in
big houses.
“Also lost is ‘score,’ as in the

expected life of 3 score and 10
years.”
Martin says “hundredweight,”

whichmeans 112 pounds in Eng-
land but 100 pounds in theU.S., is
also never heard.

“Butmaybe this is just another
difference betweenBritish Eng-
lish andAmerican English. Your
readers will know, I am sure.”
He also found a problemwith

“dozen:”
“Go into anyMcDonald’s and ask

for a dozen ChickenMcNuggets
and they ask for an explanation. A
baker’s dozen, 13 or 14 objects, is
beyond them.”
I suspect this is not an American

language thing, but is rather due
toMcDonald’s ordering options.
ChickenMcNuggets can be or-
dered in quantities of 4, 6, 10, 20
and 40. So asking for a dozen, or a
baker’s dozen, would indeed cause
the “McServer” to pause.

Special People Dept.

n Paula Dauphin, of Baton
Rouge, celebrates her 104th
birthday Tuesday. Known as “Ev-
eryone’s Aunt Paula,” she is a na-
tive of NewOrleans and a world
traveler. She says her secrets to
longevity are Community Coffee
and Chicory and Hershey’s Kisses
(aka “Silver Bells”).

n LouiseMorrow, of Crowley,
celebrates her 94th birthday
Tuesday.

Thought for the Day
FromMarsha R., of Baton

Rouge: “Pessimists see the glass
half empty. Optimists are already

opening another bottle.”

Spell check malfunction
Another in our series of groan-

ers, this one from Jackie Carnes:
“A priest, a minister and a

rabbit walk into a bar and the
bartender asks, ‘What’s going on
here?’
“The rabbit answers, ‘I don’t

know about the other two, but I’m
a typo.’ ”

Write Smiley at Smiley@
theadvocate.com. He can also
be reached by mail at P.O. Box
588, Baton Rouge, LA 70821.
Follow Smiley Anders on
Twitter, @SmileyAndersAdv.
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said, shaking her head and fight-
ing back tears.
A suspect, 41-year-old Mario

Andre Scott, was arrested later
Saturday in Jefferson Parish.
Hewas booked into the St. Tam-
many Parish Jail on Sunday on
two counts of first-degree mur-
der and a one count of being a
felon in possession of a firearm.
Bail has not yet been set.
The fatal shootings were

Slidell’s first homicides of 2023.
St. Tammany Parish Coroner

Charles Preston said Saturday
that bothmen sufferedmultiple
gunshot wounds.
Jones had erected a small

makeshift memorial at the
drivewaywhere police sayKer-
ry Doucette was shot— he died
at the scene. His brother, who
was shot nearby, died later at a
hospital, authorities said.
Several neighbors and friends

had gathered at the driveway
Monday morning to grieve and
talk about the double homicide
that they say has shaken the
close-knit neighborhood.
Neighbors said bullets struck

nearby houses as well as the
Doucette brothers.
Slidell police said the shoot-

ings occurred after an earlier
run-in between Louis Doucette,
the father of the two brothers,
and Scott. Police have not dis-
cussed details of that run-in.
Jones said that according to

talk among neighbors, Louis
Doucette had been walking
along Terrace Avenue to go to
a store when he saw Scott and
said hello to him, only to have
Scott react negatively and ex-
change words with the older
man.
His sons had gone to talk to

Scott, the neighbors said, an
encounter that ended in fatal
gunfire. Slidell police spokes-
person Daniel Seuzeneau said
there is no evidence that either
of the Doucettes had weapons
of any kind.
Tamarion Powell, who said

his mother was friends with
the brothers, described Kerry
Doucette as quiet and “more of
an observer,” who was unlikely
to have gotten into an argument
with someone.
Miguel Doucette did work

for trucking companies and
installed pipe, Jones said, and
KerryDoucette had beenwork-
ing at Michoud for the past
three years, installing pipe and
doing roofing work.
Efforts to contact Doucette

family members on Monday
were not successful.
According to St. Tammany

court records, Scott pleaded
guilty to aggravated assault
and second-degree battery in
November 2011 and was sen-
tenced to probation, but his
probation was revoked on Nov.
21, 2017, and he was ordered to
serve 90 days for the first count
and two years for the second.
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Office investigators say Sumera
and Eymard had driven to a
house in the 2600 block of Bay
Adams Drive in Marrero to de-
liver heroin.
But someone shot the couple

as they sat inside the vehicle,
authorities said. Detectives lat-
er identifiedHarris as a suspect
in the case.
Sumera’s mother, Rhonda

Bowles, has said that he and
Harris were friends.
“My son knew him, but he

still shot him in the back of the
head.Thatman’s a coward inmy
book,” Bowles said in the weeks
after the shootings.
The U.S. Marshals Service,

working with the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, learned that Harris was in
Memphis andhadbeen seen fre-
quenting a bus terminal there,
authorities said.
Marshals searched the area

and spotted Harris walking out
of a gas station on Feb. 16. He
was taken into custody.
Harris was being held at the

Jefferson Parish Correctional
Center in Gretna on Monday.
There is no bail set on the mur-
der counts. A judge set bail at
$63,775 for theguncount and six
outstanding traffic attachments.
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BY MISSY WILKINSON
Staff writer

A driver shot multiple times by
assailants who lay in wait as he
exited the Interstate 610 atFrank-
lin Avenue on Friday is a Sewer-
age&WaterBoard employee, the
agency confirmedMonday.
The shooters remain at large,

and the investigation is ongoing,
police said.
“We appreciate NOPD’s dili-

gence on this case,” said S&WB
spokesperson Grace Birch.
Police responded to the shoot-

ing about 5:51 a.m. They say as-
sailants in a white Hyundai So-
nata with no license plates were
at the bottom of the Franklin Av-
enue exit ramp when the S&WB
employee exited I-610West onto a
surface street. The occupants in-
side the Sonata opened fire on the
victim, striking him in the body
multiple times. They then fled.
Emergency Medical Services

took the victim to the hospital,
police said. His condition is un-
known.

Police did not describe the ve-
hicle that was fired upon because
to do so could indirectly identify
the victim of a violent crime,
they said. But a S&WB source
familiar with the investigation
said the victim was driving one
of the agency’s utility vehicles at
the time of the attack.
The shooting comes roughly

a year and a half after another
S&WB employee was fatally
shot in the same area, allegedly
by Damon Rideau, a coworker
with whom he had feuded. That
fatal shooting occurred in the
3500 block of Franklin Avenue
near Sage Street. Rideau was
arrested at the scene for second-
degree murder and is being held
on a $175,000 bail as he awaits a
pre-trial conference March 31.
Police have released no in-

formation that would suggest
the shootings are related. They
asked anyone with informa-
tion to contact Third District
detectives at (504) 658-6030 or
Crimestoppers anonymously at
(504) 822-1111.

Shooting victim is S&WB
staffer, agency confirms

more than $20million annually for
the bridge, was officially justified
as a means to pay off construction
loans. It had always been sched-
uled to lapse in 2012. But a coali-
tion of business interests pushed
for its renewal on a ballot mea-
sure, noting that it was an impor-
tant source of funding for other
expenses — including lighting, a
$600,000 annual maintenance ex-
pense, with just a fraction of that

going to the decorative display.
But toll critics pointed to a his-

tory of waste and other wayward
spending of toll revenue. The Bu-
reau of Governmental Research
found that 16 cents of every toll
dollar went to the expense of
toll collecting. Still, the renewal
passed by three dozen votes out of
more than 300,000 cast.
The result withstood a recount.

But it didn’t get past a Baton
Rouge judgewho found that provi-
sional ballots disenfranchisedwest
bank voters by excluding the toll
referendum. The judge ordered a
second vote, and the toll renewal

was trounced in the 2013 do-over:
nearly 80% voted against it.
Though the toll was eliminated,

there was enough unspent from
prior collections for the DOTD to
continue to maintain the decaying
lighting system. Then came Hur-
ricane Ida, which “dealt the final
blow,” Gitlin said.
“After the hurricane, when a
bulb would go out and they would
try and replace it, the bulb would
short out right away,” Gitlin said.
“They stopped trying to replace
bulbs and realized the entire elec-
trical systemwas compromised.”
A new, programmable LED sys-

temwill provide “amuchmore ef-
ficient way to do the same job, and
the upkeep is much easier,” Gitlin
said.
And this time around, the DOTD

won’t have to cover maintenance.
New Orleans & Co., a private
tourism marketing organization,
had agreed to shoulder that cost,
according to Kelly Schulz, the
group’s spokesperson.
“The project is in the early stag-

es and specific details are still be-
ing worked out,” Schulz said.

Email Ben Myers at bmyers@
theadvocate.com.
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time since the 1720s.
In the days that followed, the

outcry from parents, community
members and school and city of-
ficials has grown. And while the
school system says there are no
plans to sell the building, fear it
will be converted into condomini-
ums persists in the community.

‘The soul of the French Quarter’
Jacqueline Ryan, whose chil-

dren, ages 7 and 9, attend Plessy,
said her family was “gutted” by
news of the move.
“Beyond how this affects my

children personally, this is a fight
for the soul of the French Quar-
ter,” Ryan said. “If the last re-
maining school is removed from
the Quarter, we are sending the
message that the French Quarter
is no longer a place for the resi-
dents and families that make this
city sing but instead is purely a
tourist destination to be defined
by out-of-state businesses and
developers.”
NOLA Public Schools issued a

statement saying “there are no
plans to sell the building, as we
know that it is a valued treasure
in the French Quarter.”
“Despite its beauty, the facil-

ity’s condition does not provide
the educational environment our
scholars deserve,” the statement
said.
The system contends that even

if the building were to receive
the necessary $10million to reno-
vate it, it would still be too small
to meet the district’s standard. It
said the building could ultimately
be a good option for “educational
supports and services.”
Orleans Parish School Board

member Katie Baudouin said
she is disappointed with the deci-
sion to permanently move Plessy
— known to many by its former
name of McDonogh 15. She said
fears it will be sold to a developer
is valid.
“When schools move out of

them, our buildings usually be-
come luxury housing or blight, in-
stead of a public good,” she said.

Potential zoning change
City Council President JP Mor-

rell also criticized the decision,
and co-authored a motion with
council member Freddie King III
filed Monday that would create
a new zoning classification that
would allow for limited residen-
tial use “intended to promote edu-
cational and cultural uses.”

The motion, as well as another
that asks the City Planning Com-
mission to hold a public hearing
to change the zoning for the area
that includes the school, will be
discussed at the March 9 City
Council meeting.
In an emailed statement, Mor-
rell — who attended the school
when it was McDonogh 15 — said
he supports maintaining a school
at the site.

Repairs needed
No one disagrees that the Lit-

tle Red Schoolhouse, built in the
1930s, is in need of repairs. It
needs a new roof, chiller, win-
dows and exterior doors, and its
plumbing and electrical systems
need to be replaced, said Meghan
Raychaudhuri, the head of school.
Last year, Raychaudhuri cited

those issues when the school ap-
plied to move buildings. After
community outcry, NOLA Public
Schools said it would pay $3.5mil-
lion to repair the school and keep
it in the Quarter.
Then came the letter from

NOLAPublic Schools Superinten-
dent Avis Williams on Thursday,
which cited a price tag of up to
$18 million over the next decade,
as well as lack of space, as rea-
sons the school had to move.

Not the first time
French Quarter residents are

all too familiar with the school-
to-luxury-housing trajectory. In
2013, the Archdiocese of New Or-
leans closed Cathedral Academy,
the last Catholic school in the
French Quarter. It soon became
luxury apartments called The
Academy.
Baudouin, the School Board

member, has been leading an ef-
fort to reassess how the district
handles surplus properties in its
care. Several others around the
city stand empty and in disrepair.
According to district policy, if

a building is considered surplus
and no charter groupwants it, the
property it can be sold, leased or
exchanged.
Baudouin said the Plessy situa-

tion illustrates the need for a dif-
ferent process for dealing with
unused school buildings, one that
doesn’t allow them to stand empty
or be sold to the highest bidder.
This only will become more im-
portant as the school population
drops, she said.
“This is what happens when we

underfund and divest in public
education and public facilities
over generations,” she said. “If
the French Quarter property will
no longer be a school, we need to
ensure it remains a public space.”
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