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BY MARIE FAZIO
Staff writer

New Orleans educators had
been sounding an alarm for
some time, but three years
ago, the gravity of the school
district’s teacher shortage hit
home: The city’s public schools
were losing 900 teachers an-
nually, and there was no way
the pipeline for replacements
would be able to keep up.
Hoping to stem the problem,

then-NOLA Public Schools
Superintendent Henderson
Lewis Jr. and the Orleans Par-
ish School Board putmillions of
dollars into teacher recruitment

and training programs, as well
as stipends for teachers.
According to the education

nonprofit New Schools for New
Orleans, that influx of money
helped prevent a “true crisis.”
In a presentation to the School

Board earlier this month, Alex
Jarrell, chief innovation offi-
cer for the group, said the ef-
forts had brought in more than
400 new teachers over the past
three years.
New Orleans public schools

bring in between 120-150 new
teacher recruits each year but
continue to lose many more
than that. New Schools has esti-
mated that they need to recruit
about 250 teachers from local
teacher preparation programs
to fill the gap.
“It’s humbling, sobering; it’s
frustrating,” Jarrell told the
board.

Nonprofit:Money influx
prevented school crisis

N.O. teacher
shortage stemmed
by earlier actions,

officials say

BY MATT SLEDGE and LEAH CLARK
Staff writers

The city would gain the power to
shutter businesses that repeatedly
play host to drug use, stolen property
and violence under a proposed “pad-
lock” ordinance that drew the support
of most New Orleans City Council
members at a hearingMonday.
The proposal, from at-large Coun-

cil member Helena Moreno, which is
set for a full council vote Thursday,
requires problem businesses to work
with the New Orleans Police Depart-
ment to mend their ways or risk $500
daily fines and emergency closure.
Days after New Orleans started the

year with a burst of deadly gun vio-
lence, council members pledged they
would pursue a package of legislation
meant to chip away at the city’s crime
problem.
Council members are also pursuing

legislation calling for outside police
agencies to be brought in to backstop
New Orleans cops, to crank up en-
forcement of illegal dumping and to
launch an ad campaign against leaving
unsecured guns in cars.
With residents up in arms about

crime, some council members say
they’re taking action— and likely try-
ing to draw an implicit contrast with
Mayor LaToya Cantrell, who is also
touting her work to bring in more of-
ficers and take other crime-fighting
steps.
Moreno’s ordinance is part of that

latest City Council push, and centers
on a narrow issue: how to get business
owners who create an environment
where crimedevelops to cleanup their
act.
It’s a topic that often comes up in

conversation with aggrieved resi-
dents, according to District B Council
member Lesli Harris, who said she’s
heard repeated complaints about a
convenience store in Central City and
a bar inMid-City.
While other legislation in recent

years aimed at putting additional re-
strictions on bars and restaurants has

Nuisance
ordinance
proposed
Measure would allow
city to fine or even
close businesses

NEW ORLEANS
CITY COUNCIL
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Special session to address availability of affordable coverage

2023
LEGISLATURE
SPECIAL SESSION

BY WILL SENTELL
Staff writer

The state Legislature began a special
session Monday aimed at ensuring peo-
ple will still have access to affordable
property insurance after a string of hur-
ricanes damaged and destroyed homes
and businesses across Louisiana, upend-
ing the market.
The gathering,whichmust end byFeb.

5, was limited to ceremonial, opening-
day duties ahead of the first substantive
debate Tuesday.
Teed up for consideration Tuesday by

the House Appropriations Committee is
a key measure that would allocate $45
million to a state incentive fund to entice
insurance companies to write policies in
Louisiana.
Committee Chair Rep. Jerome “Zee”
Zeringue,R-Houma, is the sponsor of the
three-page proposal, House Bill 1.
Zeringue’s House district was among
areas heavily damaged when Hurricane
Ida roared ashore in 2021, one in a series
of storms that year and the year before.
Under theplan, firmswouldhave toput
up $1 for each dollar of state aid.
Backers say the move is a short-term

fix until bigger changes can be debated
during the 2023 regular session, which
begins in April.
State Insurance Commissioner Jim

Donelon has been calling for the special
session for months amid what he calls a
crisis for homeowners unable to afford
insurance.
Gov. John Bel Edwards and legislative

leaders were initially reluctant to meet
before the regular session.
What changed, officials said, is theneed

for insurance firms to get reinsurance of

Legislature starts debate
on insurance lifelines

ä See SESSION, page 6A

STAFF PHOTO BY TRAVIS SPRADLING
House Bill 1 author Rep. Jerome Zeringue, R-Houma, left, and HB2 author Rep. John Stefanski, R-Crowley, right, wait in the House
chamber Monday after adjournment of the first day of a special legislative session.

BY ADRIAN SAINZ
Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The Mem-
phis Police Department has
disciplined two more officers

involved in
the arrest ,
beating and
death of Tyre
Nichols, the
department
said Monday,
widening the
circle of pun-
ishment for a

killing that has already led to
the murder indictment of five
officers and outraged the na-
tion with another display of

police brutality.
Officer Preston Hemphill,

who is White, was relieved
of duty shortly after Nichols’
Jan. 7 arrest, the department
said. Five Black officers were
fired and charged last week
with second-degree murder
and other offenses in Nichols’
beating and Jan. 10 death.
Late Monday, the Police De-

partment said another officer
had been relieved of duty. Of-
ficials did not give a name or
specify what role the officer
played in the arrest. In total,
seven Memphis officers have
been disciplined.
Also Monday, Memphis

Fire Department officials an-
nounced thefiring of emergen-
cymedical techniciansRobert
LongandJaMicheal Sandridge
and fire Lt. Michelle Whitaker

SeventhMemphis
officer disciplined
3 fire department
workers fired

in Nichols death

ä See MEMPHIS, page 7A
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A person holds a sign as a group of
demonstrators gather at dusk in Shelby
Farms Park in Memphis in response to
the death of Tyre Nichols, who died after
being beaten by Memphis police officers
following a traffic stop. ä See SCHOOL, page 7A

ä Protest
held at
Duncan
Plaza for
Tyre Nichols.
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often drawn fierce industry
pushback, Moreno’s ordi-
nance doesn’t single out a
specific type of business
and hasn’t yet drawn any or-
ganized opposition.
“It’s not about trying to

shut down businesses,”
Moreno said. “It’s about
trying to come up with solu-
tions.”
Under Moreno’s ordi-

nance, a business could be
declared a “chronic nui-
sance” if police determine
that on three or more occa-
sions within a year it was
used for illegal drug con-
sumption or production,
possession of stolen prop-
erty or illegal guns, “in fur-
therance” of crimes of vio-
lence or for criminal gang
offenses.
Police would send a notice

to the business owner, who
would have 10 days to begin
discussing how to resolve
the issue. If the owner fails
to respond, police could re-
fer the situation to the city
attorney, who would be able
to seek a court order fining
the business or closing its
doors.
Moreno said the process

is designed to move faster
than the city’s lumbering
code enforcement process.
Meanwhile, she believes in-
volving judges should allay
concerns that the city will
arbitrarily target businesses

for closure.
While the ordinance refers
only to a “court of compe-
tent jurisdiction,” Moreno
said it’s her intent for Or-
leans Parish Civil District
Court to oversee cases.
InterimPolice Superinten-

dentMichelleWoodfork told
the council she supports the
legislationas amuch-needed
tool for police.
Moreno credited the idea

of the nuisance ordinance
to a similar “padlock law” in
Baltimore.
In 2008, that city’s council

created legislation allowing
properties to be shuttered
if they garnered a certain
number of offenses within a
certain time frame.
While theredoesn’t appear

to be a public count of how
many times the lawhasbeen
used, it’s been invoked re-
cently as Baltimore battles
with its own high levels of
gun violence.
Last December, residents

of a north Baltimore neigh-
borhood held a rally calling
for a gas station to be shut
down followinga fatal shoot-
ing.
Members of the council’s

community development
committee voted 5-0 in favor
of the ordinance Monday,
virtually guaranteeing its
passageduring a full council
hearing Thursday.
So far, the proposed ordi-

nance seems to have drawn
little public criticism. That’s
in stark contrast to other
recent debates related to
regulations around busi-

nesses, particularly those in
the hospitality industry. For-
mer Mayor Mitch Landrieu
sparked an outcry from bar
owners after he supported
closing bars at 3 a.m. and
granting the police and fire
departments power to sus-
pend alcohol permits on an
emergency basis.
Bar and restaurant own-
ers fumed, alleging that the
legislationwould allow their
livelihoods to be stripped
away with little recourse.
Landrieu ultimately aban-
doned the idea for a 3 a.m.
last call, and by the time
Cantrellwasmayor, theCity
Council passed watered-
down legislation that would
have allowed the city to sus-
pend alcohol permits only
after a hearing. The council
appears never to have voted
on necessary follow-up leg-
islation to implement that
ordinance, however.
One vocal opponent of
the earlier legislation said
he didn’t see any obvious
causes for concern with
Moreno’s nuisance busi-
ness plan. Ethan Ellenstad,
executive director of the
Music and Culture Coalition
of New Orleans, said that
while some city ordinances
regarding public nuisance
laws can mistakenly pun-
ish property owners who
are victims themselves, this
ordinance seems to protect
the rights of property own-
ers and businesses.
“I think for this one, it
seems to be crafted in away
that is neutral because there

is a transparent process,”
Ellenstad said. “It lays out
very specific violations in
terms of what are the nui-
sance violations that they
are specifically looking for.”
StanHarris, president and

CEO of the Louisiana Res-
taurant Association, said he
hasn’t read the ordinance,
but his group generally
supports having “a reason-

able regulatory structure
that people can follow that
doesn’t have room for a lot
of subjective interpreta-
tion.”
Moreno said she isn’t con-

cerned that the ordinance
could unfairly hurtminority
business ownersbecause the
process is drivenby specific,
“very serious or violent” in-
cidents.

Still, a spokesperson said
she would support a pro-
posal from Harris to add a
“report-back” amendment
that would allow the coun-
cil to review how it’s being
used after a specific number
of days.

Email Matt Sledge at
msledge@theadvocate.
com.
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their own before the regular ses-
sion and before the start of hur-
ricane season June 1. Insurance
companies buy reinsurance to
lessen the risk to their own financ-
es from the deluge of claimsmade
against them during disasters.
Donelon said seven insurance

companies have indicated interest
in the incentive program.
Legislative leaders hope to fin-

ish the special session Friday. The
gathering costs taxpayers about
$60,000 per day.
The Senatemet for about 30min-

utes Monday and adjourned until
Wednesdaywhile itwaits onHouse
action, where the bill must begin.
SenatePresident PageCortez, R-

Lafayette, said the hope is to wrap
up the gathering late Fridaymorn-
ing or early afternoon.
“That is the tentative plan,”

Cortez told senators. “Things can
change. As we like to say, stay
tuned.”
The session is aimed in part at

easing pressure on Citizens Prop-
erty Insurance Corp., the state in-
surer of last resort.
Policyholders who rely on Citi-

zens pay more than the market
rate for coverage by design to
keep it from competing with the
private sector. Rates for Citizens
shot up 63%onJan. 1, according to
a report released Monday by Leg-
islativeAuditorMikeWaguespack.
Waguespack said the hike would

have been 31% if not for reinsur-
ance costs.
The report said insurance com-

panies saw big profits for 14 of 18
years starting in 2004—32.5 cents
in losses for every $1 of premiums
before reinsurance.
But the auditor said four of

those years — 2005, 2008, 2020
and 2021— showed losses of $4.40

for each $1 dollar of premiums for
firms.
“The two-year period of 2020

and 2021, with consecutive years
of significant disasters in different
parts of the state, has placed an ex-

ceptional burden on the property
insurance market,” Waguespack
said.
The legislative auditor’s review
is meant to aid lawmakers as they
begin the special session.

The review notes that if the Leg-
islature allocated $50 million to
Citizens, it could boost its reinsur-
ance by up to $204 million or pro-
vide relief to policyholders.
Citizens has about 125,000 poli-

cyholders now, which is roughly
double the enrollment during nor-
mal times, experts say.

Email Will Sentell at wsentell@
theadvocate.com.
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STAFF PHOTO BY TRAVIS SPRADLING
House Speaker Clay Schexnayder, R-Gonzales, raps the gavel on Monday, starting the special legislative session aimed at ensuring residents have
access to affordable property insurance after multiple hurricanes upended the market.

You can’t always lie down in bed and
sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems,
hip or back aches – and dozens of
other ailments and worries. Those are
the nights you’d give anything for a
comfortable chair to sleep in: one that
reclines to exactly the right degree,
raises your feet and legs just where you
want them, supports your head and
shoulders properly, and operates at the
touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that
and more. More than a chair or recliner,
it’s designed to provide total comfort.
Choose your preferred heat and
massage settings, for hours of soothing
relaxation. Reading or watching TV?
Our chair’s recline technology allows
you to pause the chair in an infinite
number of settings. And best of all, it
features a powerful lift mechanism that
tilts the entire chair forward, making
it easy to stand. You’ll love the other
benefits, too. It helpswith correct spinal

alignment and promotes back pressure
relief, to prevent back and muscle pain.
The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style
back and unique seat design will cradle
you in comfort. Generously filled,
wide armrests provide enhanced arm
support when sitting or reclining. It
even has a battery backup in case of a
power outage.

White glove delivery included in
shipping charge. Professionals will
deliver the chair to the exact spot in
your home where you want it, unpack it,
inspect it, test it, position it, and even
carry the packaging away! You get
your choice of Luxurious and Lasting
Miralux, Genuine Italian Leather, stain
and liquid repellent Duralux with the
classic leather look, or plush MicroLux
microfiber, all handcrafted in a variety
of colors to fit any decor. Call now!

855-233-2972
Please mention code 601616.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. To me,
it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.”

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

4
6
6
3
5Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it

cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our option
we will repair it or replace it. © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle.

ACCREDITED
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enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

REMOTE-CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO
A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Now available in a variety
of colors, fabrics and sizes.

MicroLux™ Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

Long Lasting DuraLux™
stain & liquid repellent

Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue

Genuine Italian Leather
classic beauty & style

Chestnut

Miralux™
luxurious & lasting

Light Gray Saddle Chocolate

3CHAIRS
IN ONE:

SLEEP/RECLINE/LIFTPictured is Luxurious & Lasting Miralux™.
Ask about our 5 Comfort Zone chair.

OVER
100,000
SOLD

OVER
100,000
SOLD

NEW ORLEANS
BATON ROUGE
HOUMA

ACME
EXTERIORS LLC

ONE CALL FIXES ALL

504-913-6535

Fully Insured

30 YEAR
NEW ROOF
$5,88000*

WITH SYNTHETIC FELT
* BASED ON 1800 SQ. FT.

WWW.ACMEEXTERIORS.COM
WE’LL BEAT
ANY WRITTEN
ESTIMATE!

2500 Houma Blvd.

ROOF REPLACEMENT & R
EPAIRS

NEED HOME REPAIR?


